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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(b) 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), applicant brings to the attention of 
the Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO 1449. This Information 
Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the above-referenced application. 

Copies of the listed documents were previously submitted in a prior application, 
Serial No. 09/441,898, filed November 17, 1999; Serial No. 08/766,193, filed 
December 12, 1996, now U.S. Patent No. 5,993,465; Serial No. 08/316,730, filed 
October 3, 1994, now U.S. Patent No. 5,858,018; and/or Serial No. 08/111,634, filed 
August 25, 1993, now abandoned; upon which applicant relies for the benefits provided 
in 35U.S.C. § 120. 



Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents 
and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on the attached 
form. 

English language abstracts of the non-English documents are enclosed. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claim in the application and applicant determines 
that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, applicant 
reserves the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding the 
appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 
charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 50-1068. 
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Abstract 



The vessel forceps for clamping of blood vessels has three clamping jaws (14, 15, 16) two of which are arranged rigidly 
next to one another with a small lateral spacing. The third clamping jaw (14) presses the blood vessel against each of the 
pther two clamping jaws (15, 16), so that the mechanical pressure force is distributed while, on the other hand, large 
contact angles are avoided. All three clamping jaws (14, 15, 16) are provided with longitudinal grooves in order to prevent 
flipping. Concave grip plates (21, 22) permit reliable, simple handling. The vessel forceps with the crossing clamping legs 
.(.10, 11) has small dimensions and is lightweight. The essential advantage resid es in t he fact that traumatisation is 



prevented by the interaction of two pressure points and a small amount of wrap. 
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Abstract 



The invention relates to a medical forceps, in particular arthroscopy forceps, in which the forceps shaft is tubular and 
carries at least one articulated bit member at the end near the patient. The bit member can be actuated by pressure or 
tension by means of a rod inside a forceps shaft and the rod is in articulated connection with a movable handle part on the 
end remote from the patient, the forceps shaft being rigidly connected to a fixed handle part. In order to improve this 
forceps in such a way that the forceps handle can be used for a wide variety of purposes it is proposed by the invention 
that an articulated adapter piece be arranged between the movable handle part and the rod, the adapter piece reversing 
the direction of operation of the rod. In order to increase the manual force considerably, if and when required, it is 
provided, inter alia, that the movable handle part be provided with a slot which is eccentric relative to the fixed axis for 
receiving a pin of the articulated adapter piece, this eccentric slot having an outward curve for reinforcement of the 
manual force. 
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Abstract 



PURPOSE:To surely close a tubular tissue by constituting the clip device so that a clip having a pair of leg parts energized 
in the leg closing direction is fed one by one to an inserting part inserted into a celom, and the clip is set to a leg opened 
state and attached to the tubular tissue. 

CONSTITUTION This clip 1 1 is constituted so that a pair of leg parts are formed in a form connected by a ring-like elastic 
hinge part by a resin material which is dissolbed naturally, and energized in a leg closed state by the elastic hinge part. In 
a state that many chips thereof 1 1 are contained in a clip containing part 21 in an inserting part of a clip device, the 
inserting part is inserted into a celom through a tracheal, and by gripping lightly a handle 6, the head clip 1 1 is pressed 
strongly in the tip direction through a pusher 24d. Subsequently, when the clip 1 1 advances, the clip 1 1 is allowed to open 
the legs by a fact that an opening/closing pin 7a of an opening/closing jaw 7 works on a guide groove provided on the clip 
side face, and by closing the legs of the clip caused by the subsequent turning of the jaw 7, a tubular tissue is ligated. 
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Abstract 



The present invention relates to an automatic forceps device with clips for surgical stitching. It is comprised of the 
combination first of a double set of links (2, 2', 3, 3') operated simultaneously by an articulated finger-stall (1, V) on the 
double plate enclosing the mechanism and making slide into each other and in opposite directions, and with different 
strokes, a clip (9) supply blade (5) and a sleeve forming the envelope of the forceps end, causing the closure of the tips 
(7, 7') which clamp the clips (9) situated at the extremity of a bar which is fixed with respect to the plate and situated itself 
rnside the sleeve (11), and also comprised of a container arranged inside said sleeve, integrated in the fixed bar and 
containing the magazine of clips which are pushed by means of a piston and a spring, and finally comprised of a clip 
ejection system consisting of a holding blade which releases one clip at each opening of the forceps and allowing the 
supply blade to push the clip between the clamping tips. The device is intended for the suture of the vessels during 
surgical operations. 
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